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FIRST LADY MICHELLE OBAMA RECOGNIZES
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS
FOR POSITIVE YOUTH OUTCOMES

12 arts and humanities programs honored at the White House

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) First Lady Michelle Obama invited 12 young people to
the White House today, where they were presented with the 2012 National Arts

and Humanities Youth Program Award awards on behalf of the after-school and

out-of-school time programs that changed their lives.

Humanities
Chosen from a pool of more than 350 nominations and 50 finalists, the 12
community-based programs were recipients of the 2012 National Arts and
A v Humanities Youth Program Award, the highest honor awarded to such
programs. The awardees were recognized by Mrs. Obama for using
ART WORKS.
arsgoy engagement in the arts and the humanities to increase academic achievement,

graduation rates, and college enrollment, as well as improve literacy and

language abilities, communication and performance skills, and cultural

awareness.
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First awarded in 1998, the National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award,
is the signature program of the President’'s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities (PCAH), and is presented in partnership with the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH), and the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). In addition to
the recognition at the White House, each of the 12 community-based programs
will receive $10,000 and a year of communications and capacity-building
support from the President’'s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities. Louis

Vuitton is the corporate sponsor of the 2012 award program, and Fox Audience

Strategy is the national media partner.
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“In spite of all the challenges and obstacles our young people face, in spite of all
their fears and doubts, you teach them to make art anyway,” said Mrs. Obama
addressing the awardees. “You teach them that no matter what life throws their
way, if they draw on their own talent, creativity and courage...if they're persistent
and tenacious and bold...then they can truly make something extraordinary out

of their lives.”

The 12 students receiving awards from Mrs. Obama today represent a wide
range of arts and humanities programs, including programs that engage students
in African culture and history through drumming, dancing and storytelling (Africa
Culture Connection), focus on bilingual creative expression and theatrical
performance (GALA Hispanic Theatre); and provide free, intensive training in

media arts and journalism to teens in underserved communities (Youth Radio).

“These programs give students the chance to apply their talents and teach them
to think creatively, communicate effectively, and solve problems as a team,” said
Rachel Goslins, executive director of the President's Committee on the Arts and
the Humanities. “In the process, they’re changing the lives of these kids, and

preparing them for success in school, in work, and in life.”

As documented in a report issued in 2011 by the President's Committee on the
Arts and the Humanities, research shows that low-income youth engaged in arts
programs are more likely to stay in school, get higher grades, graduate high
school, and enroll in college. The report also noted that the benefits of
involvement in the arts increase over time for low-income students, and that they
are more likely than their peers to attend and do well in college, obtain
employment with a future, volunteer in their communities and participate in the

political process by voting.

- more -



First Lady Honors Arts and Humanities After-School Programs
November 19, 2012
Page 3 of 5

“It is so critical that we preserve arts education in our schools — because we
know how important it is for our children’s development,” said Mrs. Obama.
“Because we know that ultimately, arts education doesn’t just teach our children
valuable skills, it doesn’t just give them an important forum for self-expression

and self-reflection...it also helps to shape their character.”

The award ceremony was punctuated by a rousing performance from one of this
year’s winners, the Mariachi Master Apprentice Program, which brings together
award-winning mariachi music masters with middle and high school students in
Los Angeles for intensive instruction and performance, preserving the genre of
mariachi and its important role in the Hispanic cultural experience. Students from
another awardee, the New York City Urban Debate League, demonstrated the
debating prowess that is closing the achievement gap and improving college and

career readiness for its participating youth.

For more information about the National Arts and Humanities Youth Program

Awards, visit www.pcah.gov.

HiH

About the National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Awards

The National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award is the nation’s highest
honor for after-school arts and humanities programs. The awards recognize and
support outstanding programs that lay new pathways to creativity, expression,
and achievement outside of the regular school day. These programs excite and
engage a range of students, cultivating imagination, collaboration, discipline and
academic success, with demonstrable results. They also provide safe harbors
after-school, weekends and evenings for children and youth in some of our

country’s most at-risk urban and rural settings.

About the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities

Created in 1982 by Executive Order, the President's Committee on the Arts and
the Humanities (PCAH) is an advisory committee to the White House on cultural

issues. The PCAH works directly with the Administration and the three primary
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cultural agencies—National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH), and the Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS)—as well as other federal partners and the private sector, to address
policy questions in the arts and humanities, to initiate and support key programs
in those disciplines, and to recognize excellence in the field. Its core areas of
focus are arts and humanities education, cultural exchange, and community
revitalization. Mrs. Michelle Obama, like other first ladies before her, serves as
honorary chairman of the committee, which is composed of both private and

public members. For more information, visit: www.pcah.gov.
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The 2012 awardees are:

African Culture and History Through Traditional Dance and Music
African Culture Connection
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

Arts Education Program for Youth
Arts Corps
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

AS220 Youth Studio
AS220
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

ICA Out-of-School Teen Programs
Institute of Contemporary Art
BOSTON, MASSACHUSSETTS

Mariachi Master Apprentice Program
City of San Fernando
SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA

Myth and the Hero
Alchemy, Inc.
COPLEY, OHIO

New York City Urban Debate League

Urban Assembly, Bronx School of Law, Government, Justice
NYC Department of Education

BRONX, NEW YORK

Out of School Programs
DreamYard Project Inc.
BRONX, NEW YORK

Paso Nuevo/Next Step
GALA Hispanic Theatre
WASHINGTON, DC

RISE! (Rhythm in Setting Expectations)
Crispus Attucks Cultural Center, Inc.
NORFOLK, VA

Student Historians High-School Internship Program
New York Historical Society
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Youth Radio

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

In addition, the 100 Dong Songs Program—an initiative of the Western China
Cultural Ecology Research Workshop in Hong Kong, China—uwill be presented with
the International Spotlight Award.



